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MEDIA RELEASE

UM REVISES TEACHER EDUCATION CURRICULUM
MISSOULA—
Amid rising criticism of the U.S. educational system, the chairman of
teacher education at the University of Montana wants people to know that the School
of Education is strengthening its teacher-education program.
Since education has become a national political issue and since this
week is National Teacher Education Week,

Lee Von Kuster says he wants the

public to know that UM "is working very hard at making its program more viable
and more field-related."
"We're trying to give students field experience at every level of their
training," he said.

"New curriculm changes will give them a chance to observe

teachers in the public schools starting with introductory education courses.

This

will enable students to better tie practical experience to their class work."
While the UM faculty has been involved consistently for years with the public
schools, conducting in-service training, acting as curriculm consultants and
supervising student teachers, now the UM faculty, public-school teachers and UM
students will be involved in a much more coordinated effort, he said.
Also, as of Jan. 1, all secondary-education teachers will be certified to
teach two extra grades, grades 5 and 6, in addition to grades 7-12.

As a

consequence, the department has recommended that all secondary-education majors
be required to take "Developmental Psychology" in the psychology department.

(over)

UM revises— add one

This change was recommended, Von Kuster said, because secondary-education teachers
will need a better background in child growth and development in order to work with
younger children.
The Department of Teacher Education also has recommended that "Educational
Psychology" be required for elementary school teachers and that one course currently
being taught, "The Elementary School Program," be dropped since much of the material
would be duplicated by the new

psychology courses.

Many people have the mistaken idea that teachers take most of their coursework
in the field of education, Von Kuster said.

Actually, prospective elementary and

secondary teachers take the majority of their classes outside the School of
Education in academic fields of their choice.
Von Kuster said he hopes three other courses-mandated by the State Board of
Regents will be incorporated into the teacher-training

program by next fall.

They

are: "Introduction to Exceptionality," a course designed to acquaint teachers with
the needs of handicapped and gifted children; a computer literacy course for all
teachers in grades K-12; and a diagnostic reading course for elementary teachers.
The curriculum changes, the result of a yearlong study, were formalized at
a 1983 departmental summer retreat supported by a $640 faculty development grant
from the UM Excellence Fund.

Sixteen faculty members participated in the tnree-day

retreat and helped shape the curriculum revisions.
John D. Pulliam, dean of the School of Education, said he's pleased with the
new curriculum changes.

"We started on this long before the education issue was

brought to public attention,"
of Teacher Education is doing.

h6 said.

" I"m very pleased with what the Department

It's a good way to improve teacher education.
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